Environmental Infection Control Guidance
Updated May 5, 2009
Question: What recommendations are provided for cleaning and disinfecting an institutional site after a known or suspect individual with H1N1 has been in a building?

The CDC is updating guidance regarding disinfection practices related to the H1N1 virus.    
Until there is further guidance, disinfection practices should be followed as described in the CDC’s Guideline for Environmental Infection Control in Health-Care Facilities, 2003 (http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhqp/gl_environinfection.html)
A good summary for healthcare and other institutions is also provided at the pandemicflu.gov site: 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/plan/healthcare/influenzaguidance.html 
In most cases, low to intermediate disinfection is adequate.  

The Department of Education has released the attached guidance.  See the flu-faqs.pdf file in the Swine Flu Outbreak SharePoint library.  On page 6, you will find information on cleaning after an ill child has been in a school.  
Question: Is there a need to change HVAC filters after a known or suspect individual with H1N1 has been in a building?

There has been no specific guidance provided on changing HVAC filters as part of the cleaning process.  However as filters are changed under normal maintenance, it is prudent to follow infection control practices and don appropriate personal protective equipment when changing potentially contaminated filters.  
Question: What type of product is recommended for sanitizing hands?  

Hand washing with soap and warm water is always best.  When hand washing facilities are not available, alcohol-gel products containing 60% or greater ethanol or isopropanol are considered effective in germicidal activity (including influenza viruses).
For more information: http://www.cdc.gov/Handhygiene/
More information on environmental infection control issues will be added to this document as needed.
